This, coming from the Vice-Chancellor of Germany,
looked like the Reich's answer to the American President's
appeal, but it was only a clumsy attempt on von Papen's
part to keep in step with the Nazi leaders and to assure the
people that he was with Hitler the whole hog. Neverthe-
less, it caused a Cabinet crisis and detracted a good deal
from Hitler's " pacific " gesture a few days later, when he
replied to Roosevelt in his Kroll Opera speech on 17 May.

While the complete destruction of all the political
Parties in the State, except the Nazi Party, was being
engineered, with the complete knowledge of von Papen
as the Vice-Chancellor, he made a speech at Iburg calling
for National unity, using the history of the past to punctuate
his appeal Even while he spoke about the " tragic history
of Nationalism ", its institutions were being murdered or
were committing suicide: "My task to-day is to speak
about German National thought. It demands that first
of all I touch upon the tragic history of German Nationalism
and put it before your eyes. This numerically strong
cultured Nation, this proud standard-bearer of the Holy
Roman Empire of the German race, has, as the only one
of the old cultural Nations, not found its political unity,
It has sent streams of noble blood to the world over-seas
which had to be settled by white people, and to-day it does
not own one square mile of land colonized by it. Bismarck,
in 1871, was able successfully to unite the main part of
the German Nation into one Reich, but even this small
German solution left behind it splinters, which increased
more than ever after the unhappy Treaty of Versailles.
To-day the Germans of Europe live distributed in no less
than twenty States. A third of German people live out-
side the frontiers of the Reich. The main cause of this
condition is to be found in the presence of the East-Middle
European belt of mixed Nations, which stretches from
Finland to the Adriatic and down across to the Black Sea.
In this large territory the Nations have so intergrown that any
demarcation of State, National frontier or race is impossible.
" Mr, Wilson did not know this when he proclaimed the
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